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Gen 17
“Circumcision a sign of the Covenant”
Gen 17:1-8 Land is to Abraham and his descendants forever
Ezekiel 11:17
17 Therefore say, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD: “I will gather you from the peoples, assemble you from
the countries where you have been scattered, and I will give you the land of Israel.” ’
Gen 17:9-14 Circumcision – An outward sign
Circumcision represents:
1. Outward sign of the covenant made with Abraham and his descendants according to the blood
line of Abraham (Jewish people).
2. Symbolized the cutting away of the flesh, outward sign of circumcision of the heart. It is a sign
of an agreement with the covenant of Abraham saying, “I am going to work according to the
faith of Abraham and according to the promises God gave to Abraham and his descendants.
3. God continually communicates in Old and New Testament that the circumcision of the flesh
means nothing if there is not a true circumcision of the heart.
Deuteronomy 10:16
16 Therefore circumcise the foreskin of your heart, and be stiff-necked no longer.
Deuteronomy 30:6
6 And the LORD your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your descendants, to
love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul, that you may live.
Jeremiah 4:4
4 Circumcise yourselves to the LORD, And take away the foreskins of your hearts, You men of
Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem, Lest My fury come forth like fire, And burn so that no
one can quench it, Because of the evil of your doings.”
Rom 2:28-29
28 For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly, nor is circumcision that which is outward in the
flesh;29 but he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the
Spirit, not in the letter; whose praise is not from men but from God.
Gen 17:12 Why circumcision on the 8th day
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In Genesis 17:12, God specifically directed Abraham to circumcise newborn males on the eighth day.
Why the eighth day?
In 1935, professor H. Dam proposed the name “vitamin K” for the factor in foods that helped prevent
hemorrhaging in baby chicks. We now know vitamin K is responsible for the production (by the
liver) of the element known as prothrombin. If vitamin K is deficient, there will be a prothrombin
deficiency and hemorrhaging may occur. Oddly, it is only on the fifth through the seventh days of the
newborn male’s life that vitamin K (produced by bacteria in the intestinal tract) is present in adequate
quantities. Vitamin K, coupled with prothrombin, causes blood coagulation, which is important in any
surgical procedure. Holt and McIntosh, in their classic work, Holt Pediatrics, observed that a
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newborn infant has “peculiar susceptibility to bleeding between the second and fifth days of life....
Hemorrhages at this time, though often inconsequential, are sometimes extensive; they may produce
serious damage to internal organs, especially to the brain, and cause death from shock and
exsanguination” (1953, pp. 125-126). Obviously, then, if vitamin K is not produced in sufficient
quantities until days five through seven, it would be wise to postpone any surgery until some time
after that. But why did God specify day eight?
On the eighth day, the amount of prothrombin present actually is elevated above one-hundred
percent of normal—and is the only day in the male’s life in which this will be the case under normal
conditions.
Gen 17:9-14 Circumcision – For Jews alone or also for New Testament Christians?
Rom 2:25-29
25 For circumcision is indeed profitable if you keep the law; but if you are a breaker of the law, your
circumcision has become uncircumcision.
26 Therefore, if an uncircumcised man keeps the righteous requirements of the law, will not his
uncircumcision be counted as circumcision?
27 And will not the physically uncircumcised, if he fulfills the law, judge you who, even with your
written code and circumcision, are a transgressor of the law?
28 For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly, nor is circumcision that which is outward in the flesh;
29 but he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the Spirit, not in the
letter; whose praise is not from men but from God.
Col 2:11
In Him you were also circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, by putting off the body
of the sins of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ,
Acts 15:1–11
1 And certain men came down from Judea and taught the brethren, “Unless you are circumcised
according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.”
2 Therefore, when Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and dispute with them, they
determined that Paul and Barnabas and certain others of them should go up to Jerusalem, to the
apostles and elders, about this question.
3 So, being sent on their way by the church, they passed through Phoenicia and Samaria, describing
the conversion of the Gentiles; and they caused great joy to all the brethren.
4 And when they had come to Jerusalem, they were received by the church and the apostles and the
elders; and they reported all things that God had done with them.
5 But some of the sect of the Pharisees who believed rose up, saying, “It is necessary to circumcise
them, and to command them to keep the law of Moses.”
6 Now the apostles and elders came together to consider this matter.
7 And when there had been much dispute, Peter rose up and said to them: “Men and brethren, you
know that a good while ago God chose among us, that by my mouth the Gentiles should hear the
word of the gospel and believe.
8 So God, who knows the heart, acknowledged them by giving them the Holy Spirit, just as He did to
us,
9 and made no distinction between us and them, purifying their hearts by faith.
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10 Now therefore, why do you test God by putting a yoke on the neck of the disciples which neither
our fathers nor we were able to bear?
11 But we believe that through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we shall be saved in the same
manner as they.”
Ephesians 2:8–9
8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God,
9 not of works, lest anyone should boast.
Philippians 3:1–3
1 Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord. For me to write the same things to you is not tedious, but
for you it is safe.
2 Beware of dogs, beware of evil workers, beware of the mutilation!
3 For we are the circumcision, who worship God in the Spirit, rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no
confidence in the flesh,
Gal 5:1-15
Stand fast therefore in the liberty by which Christ has made us free, and do not be entangled again
with a yoke of bondage.2 Indeed I, Paul, say to you that if you become circumcised, Christ will profit
you nothing.3 And I testify again to every man who becomes circumcised that he is a debtor to keep
the whole law.4 You have become estranged from Christ, you who attempt to be justified by law; you
have fallen from grace.5 For we through the Spirit eagerly wait for the hope of righteousness by
faith.6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision
avails anything, but faith working through love.
7 You ran well. Who hindered you from obeying the truth?8 This persuasion does not come from
Him who calls you.9 A little leaven leavens the whole lump.10 I have confidence in you, in the Lord,
that you will have no other mind; but he who troubles you shall bear his judgment, whoever he is.
11 And I, brethren, if I still preach circumcision, why do I still suffer persecution? Then the offense
of the cross has ceased.12 I could wish that those who trouble you would even cut themselves off!
13 For you, brethren, have been called to liberty; only do not use liberty as an opportunity for the
flesh, but through love serve one another.14 For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this: "You
shall love your neighbor as yourself." 15 But if you bite and devour one another, beware lest you be
consumed by one another!
Romans 4:9–12
9 Does this blessedness then come upon the circumcised only, or upon the uncircumcised also? For
we say that faith was accounted to Abraham for righteousness.
10 How then was it accounted? While he was circumcised, or uncircumcised? Not while circumcised,
but while uncircumcised.
11 And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he had
while still uncircumcised, that he might be the father of all those who believe, though they are
uncircumcised, that righteousness might be imputed to them also,
12 and the father of circumcision to those who not only are of the circumcision, but who also walk in
the steps of the faith which our father Abraham had while still uncircumcised.
Romans 4:13–17
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13 For the promise that he would be the heir of the world was not to Abraham or to his seed through
the law, but through the righteousness of faith.
14 For if those who are of the law are heirs, faith is made void and the promise made of no effect,
15 because the law brings about wrath; for where there is no law there is no transgression.
16 Therefore it is of faith that it might be according to grace, so that the promise might be sure to all
the seed, not only to those who are of the law, but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham, who
is the father of us all
17 (as it is written, “I have made you a father of many nations”) in the presence of Him whom he
believed—God, who gives life to the dead and calls those things which do not exist as though they
did;
Rom 4:18-21
18 who, contrary to hope, in hope believed, so that he became the father of many nations, according
to what was spoken, "So shall your descendants be." 19 And not being weak in faith, he did not
consider his own body, already dead (since he was about a hundred years old), and the deadness of
Sarah's womb.20 He did not waver at the promise of God through unbelief, but was strengthened in
faith, giving glory to God,21 and being fully convinced that what He had promised He was also able
to perform.
Gen 18
Gen 18:1 The “LORD” appeared to Abraham
Jesus said to the Pharisees in the New Testament:
John 8:56–57
56 Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he saw it and was glad.”
57 Then the Jews said to Him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have You seen Abraham?”

